
 

“Amplifying the Voices of Rural Women” 
 

Internal Context 

We were lucky to be able to attend our first briefing of the semester titled "Community Media                 

Broadcasters: Building Capacities for Amplifying Voices of Rural Women” in partnership with            

International Association of Women in Radio and Television on March 23, 2018 during the 62nd               

Commission Status of Women (CSW). First of all, it was a privilege to attend a briefing during                 

such an influential week at the United Nations. It’s a constant reminder of the accessibility and                

power we have to the United Nations, all thanks to Augustinians International and Lehigh              

University. And being that we are both women, it was especially significant. Any opportunity to               

make strides and create a dialogue toward gender equality and women empowerment is always              

welcomed in a warm and enthusiastic embrace. The briefing had a row of five very well                

equipped and knowledgeable speakers: Marcia Ward (UN DPI), Birgitte Jallov          

(EMPOWERHOUSE), Sheila Katzman (a specialist in media and women’s rights), Grace Uddin            

(Philippine journalist), Archana Kapoor (filmmaker, activist, SMART NGO founder) . Uniquely,           

each women had a different background, whether it be in nationality, work, experience, etc.              

There was a speaker who was presenting her 14th speech of the week and a speaker who had                  

never even been to the United Nations before. This allowed for us as the audience to listen to a                   

wide range of perspectives. Yet, they all had the same takeaway: community radio is essential to                

progressing women’s equality, especially in underdeveloped neighborhoods. The value of          

community radio is not something we understood before the briefing, but after being presented              

with strong data and moving stories it became crystal that community radio stations have              

extraordinary benefits. Not only did it decrease violence, provide work, and correlate to healthier              

lifestyles, but it gave women a voice that they were previously not able to use. One of the                  

speakers, Archana Kapoor, described her experience with community radio in a village in India,              

and said that “women with mics to be heard are more powerful, if muted then there is none.”                  

This speaks directly to the importance of giving women platforms to be heard in order to create                 

opportunities for growth and development in inclusion and gender equality. There was also a              

strong emphasis on the impact it has on peacekeeping and rural areas. Being that they are                

vulnerable and not as acquainted to women in leadership roles or able to express opinion, the                



 

gender equality progress in these communities each panel member spoke to through their             

research and personal experience made it evident of its effects. We are glad we were able to gain                  

a new perspective on how to enhance equality in communities, especially since there are many               

Augustinian orders in rural environments too.  

 

External Context 

● How can Augustinians International be an asset to community radio? Is there a 

relationship that can be formed? 

● What are other ways, aside from community radio, that are attainable for us to empower 

women? 

● As radio provided an outlet for employment and sharing in decision-making between the 

genders, what grassroots efforts could be made by the Augustinians to provide work for 

women and a forum for them to participate in community? 

● In regards to our research with Congo, could community radio work? 

● As radio is important in communities because it disseminated information, the 

Augustinians should strive to stream UN briefings from the UN News Center and UN 

Radio to open the UN for communities all over the world and provide information  

 


